
Discussion Guide 

The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that a basic level of quality health care at 

an affordable cost should be available to all U.S. residents.  Other U.S. policy goals should include the 

equitable distribution of services, efficient and economical delivery of care, advancement of medical 

research and technology, and a reasonable total national expenditure level for health care.   

1.  What do you remember about health care reform in the past?   Are we in the same place now? 

 

2. !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άƳƛȄŜŘέ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΚ  Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ άǎŜƭƭέ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜŦƻǊƳΚ 

 

3. Dr. Oberlander describes the tax credit now available Americans who obtain health care through 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ŀǎ άǊŜƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ.έ   How do you view this tax credit?   Should it be eliminated or 

reduced?   If it were eliminated, how would you view using the money saved to fund health care 

reform (as McCain proposed in the election)? 

 

 

4. Should we give priority to children or any other special groups (recently unemployed adult) as we 

expand coverage?   If so, which groups should receive priority status and why?   

 

 

5. How do you view the cost of health care in the U.S.?  Do you have any ideas about how to contain 

costs?   

 

 

6. Iƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǾƛŜǿ 5ǊΦ hōŜǊƭŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎǘŀƎƴŀƴǘ ǿŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ 

health care costs?  Any suggestions as to how this information could be used to promote reform?  

 

 

7. Any suggestions for addressing what Dr. ObeǊƭŀƴŘŜǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ άōŀǎƛŎ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǎ άƛƴ ƻǳǊ 5b!Κέ   Given this American characteristic, is there an  approach 

to reform that you would you favor (for example, incremental versus sweeping change)?   

 

 

Please feel free ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪΧΧ 


